
Welcome, Redhawks! 

Naperville Central High School 

Introduction to the High School Course Selection Process 

Hosted by: 

Jackie Thornton 
Assistant Principal for Curriculum & Instruction 

jthornton@naperville203.org 
630.420.6440 

Erica Eysturlid 
Instructional Coordinator for School Counseling 

eeysturlid@naperville203.org 
630.420.6628 





• IMPORTANT DATES FOR INCOMING FRESHMEN 

Wednesday, December 4th 

Thursday, December 5th 

Friday, December 6th 

Wednesday, December 18th 

Wednesday, January 8th 

Friday, January 31st 

Wednesday, January 29th 

Friday, January 31st 

Monday, February 3rd 

Tuesday, February 4th 

End of May, 2020 

End of June, 2020 

End of July, 2020 

Beginning of August, 2020 

NCHS Counselors visit Kennedy Junior High to provide a high school 
overview to 8th grade students. 

NCHS Counselors visit Lincoln & Jefferson Junior Highs to provide a 
high school overview to 8th grade students. 

NCHS Counselors visit Madison Junior High to provide a high school 
overview to 8th grade students. 

Evening program for 8th grade parents to introduce course offerings for 
Freshmen and provide an overview of the course selection process. 
This program will begin at 7 pm in the NCHS Auditorium (parking in the 
lot on the corner of West Street, Hillside & Aurora Avenue) 

Freshmen Family Orientation at NCHS. This program will begin at 7 
pm in the NCHS Main Gym. 

Private School course selections should be submitted to the NCHS 
main office. Families are also encouraged to complete the online 
enrollment process by this date. 

NCHS Counselors visit Jefferson Junior High to finalize student course 
selections 

NCHS Counselors visit Kennedy Junior High to finalize student course 
selections 

NCHS Counselors visit Lincoln Junior High to finalize student course 

selections 

NCHS Counselors visit Madison Junior High to finalize student course 
selections 

Course Verifications emailed to incoming freshmen 

Online Registration materials available 

Registration materials mailed to students 

Registration Week (More information to follow) 





Frequently asked questions about the high school transition. 

• What is LINK Crew 
LINK Crew is our freshman orientation & mentoring program. During first semester, all freshmen attend 

LINK Crew for the first half of their lunch period two days per week. LINK lessons are facilitated by 

students in their junior or senior year who have applied to be LINK leaders. LINK leaders are trained to 

deliver these lessons to our freshmen and are partnered with a mentor teacher who serves as a resource 

for all members of the LINK class. 

• How does my student earn credits, generate a transcript and accumulate a Grade Point Average? 
Our high school courses are semester-based courses. Although parents and students are able to see 

student progress throughout the semester in Infinite Campus, grades are not posted to the transcript until 

the semester is complete. Successfully passing a semester course earns students 0.5 credits. 

When the semester grade is posted to the transcript, that grade contributes to calculation of the student's 

cumulative Grade Point Average. GPA is reported on a 4-point scale. 

GPA for non-weighted classes: 

A=4.0 
B = 3.0 
C= 2.0 
D = 1.0 
F= 0 

• What is on Advanced Placement (AP} course? 

GPA for weighted classes: 

A= 5.0 
8=4.0 
C =3.0 
D= 1.0 
F= 0 

Advanced Placement (AP) is a title assigned to all courses approved by the College Board to be delivered 

in our high schools. AP courses provide students with a college-level learning experience while still 

enrolled in high school. AP courses are taught by NCHS teachers, but the curriculum and resources are 

approved by the College Board. Each AP course offers students the opportunity to demonstrate 

proficiency through the AP end of course exam that is administered on a national test date during the first 

two weeks in May. Successful completion (generally a score of 3 or better on a 5 point scale) of the AP 

exam allows students to earn college credit while still in high school. 

• What is a dual credit course? 
Students who are enrolled in a dual credit course have the opportunity to earn both high school and 

college credit while enrolled in high school. Dual credit courses are similar to Advanced Placement 

courses in that they are taught by NCHS teachers and that the institution granting credit must approve the 

curriculum and resources used for instruction in the dual credit course. Unlike AP, there is no end of course 

standardized assessment required to earn the credit. Students who take dual credit courses generate a 

transcript from the partner college or university through demonstration of learning throughout the course. 

We encourage all NCHS students to enroll in an Advanced Placement or a Dual Credit course so that they 

are able to experience post-secondary level course work while in the safety of the high school environment. 



• What is the difference between AP, Honors, Advanced courses 
Courses with AP in the title indicate that we have College Board approval to offer this course opportunity 

for our students. As described above, the curriculum, resources and end of course exam are all written 

and approved by the College Board. Courses that have "honors" or "advanced" in the title are weighted 

courses with curriculum that is written by teachers in our district. Often, honors or advanced courses are 

preparing students for a capstone experience in an AP course. 

• What's the difference between blended and online learning? 
A blended learning course integrates traditional face-to-face learning with online independent learning components. 
This combination offers students more flexibility in meeting course standards and provides teachers with greater 
ability to tailor instruction to meet the needs of each student. 

On average, students enrolled in blended learning courses will attend in-class learning experiences two to three 
times per week. Students will engage in assigned independent learning activities during the remaining class periods 
each week. When students in the blended learning course are not in the classroom, they will have many options on 
how they will spend their independent learning time for that period. This combination of in-class and independent 
learning time allows students greater control over the pace, place, and path for completing their coursework. 

During independent learning class periods, students have the option of staying on campus to work independently or 
collaboratively in designated areas of our school or, with parent permission, students may elect to be off-campus 
during this time. Much like a lunch period, students who stay at NCHS during independent learning class periods will 
be monitored, but no formal attendance will be taken. Students who leave our school campus during independent 
periods must adhere to the policies listed on our permission form. In both instances, students are responsible for 
following all school policies and procedures as listed in their Redbook during independent learning periods. 

Online courses are delivered entirely in the online environment. These courses are taught by Naperville Central or 
Naperville North teachers so students will have access to the online instructor for additional help or to get questions 
answered in person. Students who enroll in an online course will have a study hall, early dismissal or late arrival in 
their schedule. 

Blended and online learning courses offer many benefits. In addition to increased flexibility in the school day, students 
will be provided the opportunity to improve their independent learning and self-advocacy skills and will become 
familiar with a mode of learning that will prepare them for a variety of post-high school experiences. School 
counselors are available to help students make decisions when these courses are appropriate given the overall rigor 
of the student's selected coursework. 

We encourage all NCHS students to enroll in a blended or online course so that they are able to experience success 
in an online learning environment while in the safety of the high school environment. 

• What is the 20-day drop policy? 
Within the first 20 days of each semester, students are able to drop a course for a study hall with no grade 

penalty and withdrawal from the course will not be listed on the student's transcript. 

Changing a course level is different than dropping a course. As an example, if a student were to move 

from Honors English l to English l, that would be considered a level change. Although if a level change is 

necessary, we'd like that level change to occur as early in the semester as possible, a level change is not 

subject to the 20-day rule. 

Please do not hesitate to call or email Jackie Thornton with questions about the transition to NCHS. We 
want to work together to ensure confidence in your student's course selections for freshman year! 
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Naperville Central Class of 2024 

NCHS Course Selection Timeline 
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Your student will receive 
course recommendations 

from the junior high teachers 

8th grade STUDENTS are 
able to enter classes in their 
4-year plan in Schoolinks 

.., __ . 
Introduction to the High School 

Course Selection Process 
Targets for tonight's session: 

Provide an 
overview of 
the course 
selection 
process 

Review the 
courses 
available 

for 
freshmen 

Answer your 
questions 
and build 

excitement 
for the 

transition to 
Naperville 
Central! 

NCHS Course Selection Timeline 

-

Freshman Family Orientation 

District 203 students should 
have a complete 4-year plan 

in Schoolinks 



NCHS Course Selection Timeline 

Private School families submit 
course selection worksheet in 
the NCHS main office. Please 

also submit all enrollment 
requirements to our Centralized 

enrollment office. 

Ill Graduation Requirements 

Communication Arts (English) _____________ 4.0 credits 
Ma(hen,aUcs. __________________ 3,0 credits 
jlncluding Algebra 1) 
Salenoa ____________________ 2.0 credits 
Social Studies. _ _________________ 2.5 credits 
(including US Gov end US History) 
Fine Arts, ____________________ 0.5 credit 
Career and Technlcal Education, ____________ 1.0 credit 

Physical Education~--------------- 3.5 credits 
Health Education, _______ __________ 0.5 credit 
Consumer Education. ________________ 0.5 credit 

Electives• 3.5 credits 
•Eleclives are defined as any course nol required ror graduation 

Total Credits Needed to Graduate. _________ _ 21.0 credits 

Period 1 Comm.Arts Period 1 Comm.Arts 
7,45-8,35 

Period 2 Mathematics 
8,41-9,34 

Period 2 Mathematics 

Period 3 Science Period 3 Science 
9:40-10:30 

Period 4 Social Studies Period 4 Social Studies 
10:36-11:26 

Periods PE Periods PE 
11:32-12:22 

Period 6 Lunch/LINK Crew Period 6 Lunch/LINK Crew 
12:28-1:18 

Period 7 Elective Period 7 Elective 
1:24-2:14 

Period 8 Elective Period 8 Elective 
2:20-3:10 

NCHS Course Selection Timeline 

NCHS Counselors meet with students for 
very brief individual contacts to review and 
finalize course requests. 

•Jefferson - January 29 
•Kennedy- January 31 
·Llncoln - February 3 
•Madison - February 4 

College Admission Requirements 

Colleges and universities have minimum 
requirements for admission. 
Typical requirements include: 
4 years English 
3 years Sociql Studies 
3 years Mathematics (4 years preferred) 
3 years Laboratory Science 

2 years Foreign Language, Music, 
Art, or Technical Arts 

* Admission requirements will vary by 
college. 

Course Recommendation & 
Selection Worksheet 
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